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A. Preparation for launching of XBT /XCTD from the dedicated PC (login: administrateur, password: genird)

1. Launch the programme winmk21 (if previously closed).

2. Click on NOUVEAU SONDAGE, then on INFORMATION LANCEMENT.

3. Verify that the date and position are correctly displayed. If this is not the case, then quit the programme and launch the task manager (gestionnaire des tâches) using 

      Ctrl + Alt + Suppr and terminate the process winmk21.exe.
4. Verify the XBT brand (Deep Blue or T7) or the XCTD having the same acquistion information on the PC. Then click on << options>>, << sonde>>, << selection>> and then select the type of sonde (Deep Blue/ T7 or XCTD).

5. Click next on <<plus>> and change the cutting depth (maximum acquisition depth) to 1000m (instead of 760 m default depth).

6. Options > Informations de lancement: Enter the serial number of the XBT/XCTD (a 6 or 7 digit number). Do not change the position or the sequence number.

7. Validate (OK).

8. Inform the bridge that the XBT/XCTD is ready to launch and wait the authorization from them. If it is night, wait until light is switched on.

9. Inform the person preparing to launch the XBT/XCTD to get ready to launch (“Charger la Sonde”). Wait for a response from him. 

10. Inform the person launching when the connection of the sonde is established. He should now go ahead and launch (“Lancer la Sonde”).

    B. Launching of XBT/XCTD (on the left or back of the boat)

1. Take one XBT or one XCTD from the carton close to the scienfitic PC.

2. Take one safety jacket if it is night (this is available in the “local bosco”).

3. On the back section of port side of the boat, open the box containing the XBT launch with key attached to the side. After opening, take the gun and the cable and remove the empty cover.

4. Verify whether there is any fishing ropes attached to the boat. If there is, it is necessary to remove it before launching.

5. Put the sonde XBT or XCTD on the launcher, making sure that the trigger is centred at the bottom slit. Fix the bottom tight with the back hooks to load the XBT/XCTD. 

6. Wait until the connection with the sonde is established (as you would be signalled by a colleague who operates in the PC).

7. Launch now and hold the launcher steady, until the PC operator tells you to cut the cable at the end of the profiles.

8. At the end of the profile, return the protective catridge, the cable and the piston launcher to the box and lock.

C. Checking the XBT launch

1.  To be sure that the XBT/XCTD profile captured is correct, the first 400 metres should be correct.  Check the surface values with those obtained from thermosalinograph on another PC.

2. If the profile is not correct, relaunch one sonde again (follow procedures as above).

3. Close the windows of the computer such as ACQUISITION EN TEMPS REEL and INFORMATION LANCEMENT;

4. Fill the XBT/XCTD form and inform the personnel that work has finished.
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